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Learning and growing! 

Our world continues to have many challenges and reasons to feel really concerned about our children’s fu-
ture, so it is even more important during times like this that we celebrate all the good things. This helps 
build hope for the future and reminds us that despite our challenges, there is always something to be 
grateful for.  
 
I am grateful for all the wonderful children we have at our school and their eagerness to keep on learning 
and growing. I am grateful to staff who are dedicated to our children, and all our parents/carers who sup-
port their children’s education journey, l am grateful that after nearly 11 years of being the Headteacher 
of this school, l still enjoy making a difference to the lives of our children. As we move forward with an-
other academic year, I am looking forward to building on our successes  
with a huge dose of DR P, determination, resilience and Perseverance! 

On line Safety - Information from 
NSPCC website….. 

 
For many of us, we see our online lives and offline lives 
as different, but children are growing up with 
technology and the internet and for them there isn’t a 
difference; online life and offline life is just life. 
 
Technology can move at an extraordinarily fast pace 
and it can be difficult to know how to start talking to 
your child about what they’re doing online, who they 
might be speaking to or discussing the potential risks 
and issues. Talking regularly with your child is the 
greatest tool to help keep them safe online. Talking 
regularly and making it part of daily conversation, like 
you would about their day at school, will help your child 
feel relaxed. It also means when they do have any 
worries, they’re more likely to come and speak to you.  
 
If you want more information, please visit https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
talking-child-online-safety/ 

Black History Month….. 
 
Yes it’s that time of year again! This year 
we will be studying black actors…..  
 

EYFS + Ruby Class  - Mona Hammond 
Amber Class — Rudolph Walker 
Emerald Class — Megan Markle 
Sapphire Class — Ira Aldridge 

Topaz Class — Paul Robson 
 
We will be sending more information about 

our BHM exhibition shortly.  
 
 
 

Attendance….Missing a few days of school here and there 
may not seem a big deal, but research shows that it can have 
a significant impact on children's learning. Children who miss 
a substantial amount of school fall behind their peers, and 
struggle to catch up. Most of the work they miss is never 
made up, which can lead to big gaps in their learning. 

An attendance rate of 95% is generally considered good; this 
allows for children to miss 9.5 days across the school year. 
Persistent absence (PA) is defined as an attendance rate of 
90% or below. 

Poor attendance often starts at primary school, and children 
who fall into this pattern are likely to underachieve 
at secondary school. Pupils who miss between 10 and 20% of 
school (that’s 19 to 38 days per year) stand only a 35% 
chance of achieving well. Friendships can be affected by per-
sistent absence, too: it can be hard for a child who misses 
lots of school to form relationships with their classmates. 
Below is a chart showing how long should stay at home if they 
become unwell will certain illnesses. Please remember to 
phone the school office before 9.30 if your child becomes 
unwell. Let’s work together to keep our school’s attend-
ance above 95%!  

Illness NHS Guide—How long children should 
stay at home?  

Chickenpox  When all the spots have crusted over – 
usually five days after they first  
appeared 

Measles  At least four days after the rash devel-
ops 

Hand, foot 
and mouth  

As long as your child is feeling unwell – 
there’s no need to wait until the blisters 
heal 

Vomiting or 
diarrhoea 
  

48 hours after the symptoms have 
stopped 

Measles  At least four days after the rash  
develops 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/school-life/transition-secondary-school
https://www.theschoolrun.com/childhood-friendships-should-you-intervene


A message from Southwark….Your child’s flu vaccination is now 

due  

This vaccination is recommended to help protect your child against 
flu. Flu can be an unpleasant illness and can cause serious complica-
tions. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more vulnerable 
family and friends by preventing the spread of flu. With COVID-
19 still in circulation it is important to reduce the number of those 
becoming ill with flu this winter to help protect them, the NHS 
and social care.  Research also shows that if you get both flu and 
COVID-19 at the same time you may be more seriously ill.   

Please follow the link to complete an online consent form (one 

for each child) to ensure your child receives their vaccination. 

https://sav.hrch.nhs.uk/flu/2022/southwark 

Ruby Class….. 
 
In Year 1, we learnt about the story “Where The Wild 
Things Are” and created our own masks. We then imagined 
what our monsters liked or could do. 
“My wild thing is blue and black. He likes to eat bananas”. 
(Nafiz) 
“My wild thing  is green and has horns. He likes to play 
basketball”. (Michelle) 
“My wild thing likes to eat bananas and pizza. He plays 
Roblox with his cousins”. (Etinosa) 

Emerald class…..Science Topic ‘Rocks’ 
 
The pupils observed the rocks by using 
their senses, then drew the different  
variety of rocks by using their observation-
al skills. 
“I really loved the inspiration of the rocks, 
because some of them were formed a long 
time ago.” expressed Ritha. 
 “It was really hard to draw the rock, be-
cause of the spiral detail it had on the 
rock!” Commented Sharmin. 
 “The first time I looked at the rock I 
thought it was difficult to draw. Then I got 
the hang of it!  I looked closer at the detail 
of the sides and the crystals inside of 
them.” Dylan specified.  

Class Assemblies 
I am really pleased to that we have returned 
to inviting parents/carers back into school 
so that they can watch their children’s class 
assembly. We have returned to allowing the 
whole school to watch the performance. To-
paz class performed our first class assembly 
this term. Well done Topaz class, keep up 
the good work!  
 

Amber Class…. 
 
In Yr2, we watched the film called “The Kid” 
which starred one of Victory Primary School’s 
most famous pupil, Charlie Chaplin. 
Amber Class discussed the differences between 
films in the past and nowadays. These were some 
of their conclusions:  
“We can’t hear what they are saying but we can 
hear the music.” (Ibrahim) 
“The image is black and white not like in the cin-
ema.” (Oghosa) 
“The image is a bit blurry.”(Amber) 
“They use a lot of actions and there are wards to 
show us what is happening” (Esther) 

 

Parent Governor 
I am pleased to announce that Ms Sarah 
Stoschus has been elected as a parents gov-
ernor. She attended her first meeting earli-
er this week, and is looking forward  to 
achieving great things in her new role. 
Thankfully Mr Sydney Meghie has agreed to 
continue in his role as a parent governor also.  



Topaz Class… 
 

Topaz Class Theme this term is ‘Working Together’. We initially explored why working as a team is 
important. We decided that by working as a team, we’re able to achieve a task that we couldn’t do 
alone. We can usually do things a lot quicker by working together, and it also allows us to support oth-
ers who may be finding it difficult. Team building skills don’t just help us to work well as a team, but 
can also develop many other important life skills too, such as:- 
 

Problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
Listening and Communication 

Building on each other’s ideas (Collaboration) 
Leadership skills 

Patience and Kindness 
Growth Mindset and emotional regulation 

Negotiation and Compromise 
Creativity 

Responsibility 
 

Our team building activities were ‘Pass the Hoop’ and ‘Transport the Pole’  it was fun and challenging! 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Parent’s writing workshop –  How to help your child 
achieve their writing target— date changed to 
13.10.22 at 9.15am 

 
Black History Month Exhibition – 21.10.22 at 2pm 
Children’s Christmas dinner - 14.12.22 
EYFS + KS1 Christmas performance  
- 12.12.22 at 2pm 
KS2 Christmas performance - 13.12.22 at 2pm 
Parent’s Evening – 15.12. 22 3.45 – 6.45  
 
Half term - 24/10/22 – 28/10/22 
Last day of term 16.12.22 – school 
closes at 12 noon 

Class Assemblies 
 

Sapphire Class….. 
 
"In Literacy we have been reading a book about Phillipe Petit and 
how he crossed the Twin Towers on a tightrope in 1974. The story 
is about a young man who loved dancing on tightropes.  
 
He gathered some friends, (disguised as construction workers) and 
set up their plan. He got arrested because it was illegal to do it 
without permission. I think it was it good performance but I  
wouldn't have done because he put his life at risk." - Poppy 
 
 

7th  October 2022 Y5 – Sapphire Class 

14th October 2022 Y3/4 – Emerald Class 

21st   October 2022 Y2 – Amber Class 

18th  November 2022 Yr1 + Reception – Ruby 
and Gold Class 


